
Pilgrimage in honor of St. 

Jude on Saturday, October 24, 

followed by a bi-lingual Mass 

celebrated by William J. Jus-

tice, Auxiliary Bishop of San 

Francisco.  We expect over 

3,500 pilgrims to join us  

 

If you cannot join us for the 

Novena, please pray with us. 

We also encourage you to send 

us your petitions so that we 

can place them at the altar and 

present your intention in a 

special way to St. Jude, who 

prays for us and for all who 

honor and invoke his aid. 

 

In Christ and St. Jude Thad-

deus,   

 

 

Dear Friends of St. Jude, 

ñWere it not for hope, the 

heart would break,ò writes 

Liz Trotta in her wonderful 

book ñJude: A Pilgrimage to 

the Saint of Last Re-

sortò (Harper San Francisco, 

1998).*  Trotta is offering an 

explanation for what she 

calls ñthe universalityò of St. 

Jude, the devotion he inspires 

in Catholics and non-

Catholics alike. 

 

 In this issue of our newslet-

ter we give voice to that hope 

which inspires our devotion 

by presenting excerpts from 

some of the letters received 

here at the Shrine.  
  

We also introduce you to one 

of our great fellow-travelers: 

Fran de Maria of San Jose, 

CA. Fran, assisted by his 

wife Dorothy and family, 

holds each year the Fran de 

Maria St. Jude Classic golf 

tournament in honor of our 

patron.  This was the 12th 

year running of the event and 

it was a smash. 

 

As we come once again to 

our Novena in honor of St. 

Jude Thaddeus, October 20-

28, we are conscious of the 

many stories that space does 

not allow us here to share 

with you.  We warmly invite 

you to join us and our No-

vena preacher Fr. Mark Pa-

drez, O.P., Vicar Provincial 

of the Western Dominican 

Province, for these nine days 

of grace. 

 

The Novena, as usual, is 

punctuated by the annual 

St. Jude Thaddeus Novena 
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Special Points  

¶ Letter from our  

Administrator, 

Stedman  Matthew  

¶ St. Jude Novena, 

October 20 -28 

¶ Novena Masses:     

    M-Sat: 8:00 am  &

    5:30 pm  

    Sun:    11:30 am                                                   

¶ Serious Fun  

¶ Novena Preacher:          

Fr. Mark Padrez, 

O.P. 

¶ St. Jude Pilgrimage 

Sat., October 24  

¶ Letters to St. Jude  

¶ Novena Meditation  

¶ Office & Gift Shop  

¶ How To Put the    

Shrine in Your Will  

¶ Spiritual Bouquet  

    

Upcoming 

Events 

All Souls Day          

November 2  

Christmas Novena  

(Not Preached)       

Dec. 25-Jan. 2, 2010 

The mission of the Shrine of St. Jude is to further the devotion to St. Jude Thaddeus, "Patron of Difficult Cases," 

and to support the education and formation of worthy students for the Dominican Priesthood and Brotherhood.  

Stedman Matthew  

Chief Administrative Officer  

Fran de Maria and his wife Dorothy with Stedman 

Matthew and Fr. Thomas Hayes, O.P. at the tour-

nament dinner, August 2, 2009. 

Serious Fun: A Symmetry of  Purpose and Reward 

Fran de Maria is a no-nonsense sort of guy.  ñWhen 

you promise something to St. Jude,ò he says, ñyou 

do it.ò  Twelve years ago, when St. Jude interceded 

for him in a matter about which heôd prayed in-

tensely, he vowed to raise funds  to honor him. You 

could just imagine him saying, ñSt. Jude, if you help 

me, I will do this, whether I raise one dollar or a 

thousand dollars.ò  St. Jude helped him, and thus 

began Fran de Mariaôs St. Jude Golf Classic, a golf 

tournament that this year had its twelfth successful 

outing. 

 

 Fran, who lives in San Jose, CA, has been a St. 

Jude devotee for some forty-five years.  His wife of 

fifty -one years, Dorothy, is similarly devoted. They,   

* ñJude: A Pilgrimage to the Saint of 
Last Resortò is available at the Shrine 

gift shop for $14. 

 

(continued on next page) 



I was born and raised in No-

gales, Arizona in October of 

1963.  

 

At the University of Arizona 

Newman Center I first met 

the Dominicans and was in-

troduced to their spirituality. I 

was impressed with their 

preaching, their availability, 

prayer life, and community. 

As the chaplains mentored 

me through my college years 

I gradually saw what service 

and ministry meant: a giving 

of self for the benefit of oth-

ers. As I reflected on my own 

life and my experiences of 

Christôs powerful redemptive 

presence I felt drawn to share 

that presence with others.  I 

entered the Order in August 

of 1987. 

 

I was ordained in May of 

1995 and have been assigned 

to our parish in Antioch, 

California, Holy Rosary 

Church and our Newman 

Center at the University of 

California of San Diego. I 

have served the Province as 

Director of Vocations, and 

presently I am the Vicar Pro-

vincial.  It has been a tremen-

dous blessing to meet men so 

eager and willing to give of 

themselves to Christ and the 

world.  

Novena Preacher:  Father Mark Christopher Padrez, O.P. 

Serious Fun:  A Symmetry of Purpose and Reward (continued) 

with their daughter and two sons, bring a seriousness of purpose and an imaginative flair to the 

tournamentôs planning and execution - even, weôve heard, to the playing, about which all kinds 

of stories abound.  Suffice it to say that there are two first place winning categories: First Place 

Scramble, for which the winner receives a trophy; and First Place Net, whose winner gets gift 

certificates.  The tournament is topped by a formal dinner where attendees win all kinds of in-

teresting raffle prizes. At this yearôs dinner, for example, our former Shrine director Fr. Thomas 

Hayes won a spanking new golf club; perhaps weôll see him on the course at next yearôs tourna-

ment. 

 

Fran de Mariaôs St. Jude Classic is serious fun, spawned by a word  honorably kept, a strong 

devotion, and deep faith.  As its main beneficiary, the Shrine of St. Jude Thaddeus is immensely 

grateful to Fran, his family, his friends and colleagues who participate in the tournament for 

helping us to further our ministry and support our future Dominican priests.  When each year 

Fran and Dorothy present a check for the proceeds of the tournament to the Shrine director , one 

senses about the occasion a certain satisfaction and joy in the giving and receiving, a perfect 

symmetry of noble purpose and grateful reward.   

"...a giving of self for the 

benefit of others.ó 
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Fr. Mark Padrez, 

O.P.  

6th Annual Pilgrimage in Honor of St. Jude, October 24, 2009 

Put on your 

walking shoes and 

join us on our 

annual pilgrimage 

in honor of St. 

Jude Thaddeus on 

Saturday, October 

24, 2009.  We will 

begin at 10:00 

a.m. at St. Peterôs 

Church, 1237 

Alabama Street, 

San Francisco, and end at St. Dominicôs Church, home of 

the Shrine of St. Jude Thaddeus, at Bush and Steiner 

Streets.  Our four-mile walk through the streets of San 

Francisco, highlighted, as 

always, by singing of hymns, 

praying of the rosary, and 

other activity, will proclaim to 

the city our devotion to Christ 

and St. Jude ï a powerful 

statement of faith by over 

3,500 pilgrims.  Upon arrival 

at St. Dominicôs, we will have 

a bilingual solemn Mass, 

beginning at 12:30 p.m. 

 

We are delighted to welcome 

this year Most Rev. William 

Justice, Auxiliary Bishop of 

San Francisco, who will 

celebrate the Mass.  Other 

clergy and Dominican 

seminarians will join us as 

well.  Buses will transport 

pilgrims between 7:00 and 

9:30 a.m. from St. 

Dominicôs Church to St. 

Peterôs Church to begin the 

pilgrimage. 

 

We go on pilgrimage 

because we are a pilgrim 

people.  Help us witness to 

the faith in this unique way. 

Fran de Maria presents 

a check to Fr. Martin 

Walsh, O.P.  

 


