
 

  

 

Dear Friends of St. Jude, 
It has been said that, for us who reside in the western world, the real 
meaning of Christmas has been lost. The historical event of the birth 
of Christ, the Savior of the world, is often little understood or believed 
in our relentlessly secular society.  But the birth of the baby Jesus is 
“the most significant event in all history, because it has meant the 
pouring into a sick world of the healing medicine of love which has 
transformed all manner of hearts for almost two thousand 
years...”(George Matthew Adams). 
 
 Let us revisit St. Luke‟s account of the birth of Christ (Luke 2: 1-5).  
“Now it came about in those days…” (2:1). How serenely does the 
story begin, yet how momentous its results for humankind. The words 
lift you up into a spirit of expectancy, awe and wonderment over the 
account which follows: something so simply told and yet so signifi-
cant to all the world. “And the angel said unto them, „Fear not! For, 
behold, I bring you tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people. 
For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, which is 
Christ the Lord. And this shall be a sign unto you: Ye shall find the 
babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger.‟ "  
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Joy, expectancy, awe, wonderment, sheer happiness:  these are the overriding emotions of the beating heart of the 
Christmas season, the fulfillment of our Advent hope. You see them on the faces of children, their eyes widening ap-
preciably as you read them the story of Christ‟s birth or as they tear into the wrapping of a present on Christmas morning.
  
 But we know that there are children in war zones and oppressed areas of the world who are denied this innocent and 
joyful fulfillment of hope.  We remember them especially this Christmas, and we pray that, through St. Jude‟s interces-
sion and Our Lord‟s divine mercy, they may know even an inkling of the hope that He brings to our world this season.

 
 “What is Christmas?” asks Agnes M. Pharo. “It is tenderness for the past, courage for the present, hope for the future. It 
is a fervent wish that every cup may overflow with blessings rich and eternal, and that every path may lead to peace."  
Christmas is also a season of thanksgiving, and we thank Fr. Garry Cappleman, O.P. of St. Dominic‟s Parish for pro-
viding the beautiful photograph of St. Jude in the snow, taken in Anchorage, Alaska.

 
 On the reverse side of this sheet, you will see a depiction of this year‟s Christmas card. If you would like to send this 
lovely card to your family and friends this Christmas, please use the form to send us your order.  Also, please send us a 
list of those whom you wish to include in the Christmas Novena of Masses.  You may also contribute to this year‟s 
calendar appeal for the education of our Dominican seminarians. 

 
       All of us here at the St. Jude Shrine pray that through the intercession of our Holy Patron, St. Jude, the Lord may fill 
your hearts with the Joy, Hope, and Peace of the Child Jesus.

 
 
 
 

In Christ‟s Peace, 
 
 
 
Stedman Matthew 
and the 
Staff of the Shrine of St. Jude Thaddeus 

Dear Friends of St. Jude, 

 

Each Christmas we sing Christmas carols or Christmas songs that express the joy and happiness that 

fill our hearts when we realize that, once again, the Savior of the World has been born to save us 

from our sin and sorrow.  “O Little Town of Bethlehem” is one favorite, and there is a line from it 

that has always touched me deeply: “The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight.”  A 

beautiful thought. 

 

On Christmas Eve, Jesus Christ has come to fulfill our hopes – hopes that accompany us throughout 

the years.  But these hopes can sometimes be intermingled with the fears that weigh us down. Now, 

with Christ’s presence among us, those fears and sorrows are lifted. The Gospel of Matthew  

(1: 22-24) tells us:  

      
All of this took place to fulfill the words spoken by God through the prophet: 

The Virgin will conceive and give birth to a son and they will call him Emmanuel,  

a name which means ‘God-is-with-us'. 
 

And so at Christmas, but every other day as well, we rejoice that God is with us.  His eternal 

presence among us makes us keenly aware of the happiness and joy of our fellow-Christians, too.  

And we hear, as if with new ears, His immortal words spoken on the Mount: 
 

Blessed are the poor in spirit: the kingdom of Heaven is theirs. 

Blessed are the gentle: they shall have the earth as inheritance.  

Blessed are those who mourn: they shall be comforted. 

Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness: they shall have their fill. 

Blessed are the merciful: they shall have mercy shown them. 

Blessed are the pure in heart: they shall see God. 

Blessed are the peacemakers: they shall be recognized as children of God. 

Blessed are those who are persecuted in the cause of uprightness: 

      the kingdom of Heaven is theirs (Mt. 5: 3-10). 
   

This Christmas, and always, we cast our needs, hopes, and fears upon God and St. Jude with the 

certainty that they will be heard, and our lives renewed by the Savior of the World. 
 

With all good wishes at Christmas and during the New Year 2012, 

 

 

Fr. Allen Duston, O.P. 

and the Staff of the St. Jude Shrine 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Madonna of Humility 

Fra Angelico, 1387 - 1455 

Dear Friends of St. Jude, 

 

Each Christmas we sing Christmas carols or Christmas songs that express the joy and happiness that 

fill our hearts when we realize that, once again, the Savior of the World has been born to save us 

from our sin and sorrow.  “O Little Town of Bethlehem” is one favorite, and there is a line from it 

that has always touched me deeply: “The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight.”  A 

beautiful thought. 

 

On Christmas Eve, Jesus Christ has come to fulfill our hopes – hopes that accompany us throughout 

the years.  But these hopes can sometimes be intermingled with the fears that weigh us down. Now, 

with Christ’s presence among us, those fears and sorrows are lifted. The Gospel of Matthew  

(1: 22-24) tells us:  

      
All of this took place to fulfill the words spoken by God through the prophet: 

The Virgin will conceive and give birth to a son and they will call him Emmanuel,  

a name which means ‘God-is-with-us'. 
 

And so at Christmas, but every other day as well, we rejoice that God is with us.  His eternal 

presence among us makes us keenly aware of the happiness and joy of our fellow-Christians, too.  

And we hear, as if with new ears, His immortal words spoken on the Mount: 
 

Blessed are the poor in spirit: the kingdom of Heaven is theirs. 

Blessed are the gentle: they shall have the earth as inheritance.  

Blessed are those who mourn: they shall be comforted. 

Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness: they shall have their fill. 

Blessed are the merciful: they shall have mercy shown them. 

Blessed are the pure in heart: they shall see God. 

Blessed are the peacemakers: they shall be recognized as children of God. 

Blessed are those who are persecuted in the cause of uprightness: 

      the kingdom of Heaven is theirs (Mt. 5: 3-10). 
   

This Christmas, and always, we cast our needs, hopes, and fears upon God and St. Jude with the 

certainty that they will be heard, and our lives renewed by the Savior of the World. 
 

With all good wishes at Christmas and during the New Year 2012, 

 

 

Fr. Allen Duston, O.P. 

and the Staff of the St. Jude Shrine 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Madonna of Humility 

Fra Angelico, 1387 - 1455 

Christmas, 2011


