
ócameoô appearances from 

time to time there and at the 

Shrine, including my beloved 

ñbunkerò in the basement of 

the Shrine office. 

 
What I want to relate to you 

especially is the news that, on 

December 20, 2009, I received 

a pace-maker implant, which 

regulates the heart beat, 

greatly facilitates my breathing 

and makes possible some lim-

ited activities.  Now the rest of 

the story: This pulse generator 

or cardiac- rhythm generator is 

called the St. Jude pace-

maker!  The company that 

produces it is St. Jude Medi-

cal, and I believe there is an-

other story there as to why 

they call it St. Jude. But I 

know why, and I think you do, 

too.  St. Jude, pray for us!  

And God bless you. 

 

 

 

Fr. Thomas J. Hayes, O.P. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

We bring you this letter from our former 

director, Fr. Thomas J. Hayes, O.P., as Fr. 

Martin Walsh, O.P., our director, is on 

pilgrimage in Spain. 

  

Please remember to send in your peti-

tions and join us in prayer during the 

Novena, July 18-26,  whether in person 

or in spirit.  As always, we are greatly 

moved by the various needs set forth in 

your letters and petitions, and we are 

honored to present them at the altar of 

St. Jude, who will intercede for us in a 

special way during the St. Anne No-

vena. 

Dear Friends of St. Jude, 

As you begin another No-

vena in honor of St. Anne 

and St. Jude (July 18-26), it 

gives me great pleasure to 

salute all of you who have 

been part of our St. Jude 

Apostolate. 
 

 The current (2010) St. Jude 

Shrine calendar describes for 

you the origins and growth of 

the Shrine in San Francisco.  

Surely, many more than just 

those depicted in the calendar 

have been an important part 

of the work of the Aposto-

late. To spread the efficacy 

of devotion to the saint of the 

impossible, to provide a focal 

point for many people who 

come in prayer to seek Godôs 

blessings, to promote the 

support for the education of 

future Dominican priests and 

religious, and in the last 

twenty years to participate in 

preserving and protecting the 

church of St. Dominic, the 

home of the St. Jude Shrine: 

all of these invaluable gifts 

you have been part of and 

have made possible.  God 

bless you! 
 

In 1978 I became involved 

with the Shrine with our late 

director Fr. John Victor 

Kane, O.P.  For twenty years 

I was actively involved in the 

Shrine Apostolate and was 

the witness of many wonder-

ful blessings that came to our 

St. Jude Shrine friends.  Now 

in my ñretiringò years (not 

quite there yet) I want to 

join with you in this No-

vena and in particular this 

seventy-fifth anniversary 

year of the Shrine in San 

Francisco.  We shall con-

tinue to pray for you and 

with you for many years to 

come. 
 

It may be of some interest to 

those who do not know that I 

was struck down by a serious 

illness in October 2003 while 

preaching a Novena in honor 

of St. Jude at St. Joan of Arc 

Church in Los Angeles.  

Many prayers and good 

medical attention brought me 

through then, and again after 

a significant relapse in 2004.  

I had a steady if slow reha-

bilitation.  I am currently in 

residence at St. Anneôs 

Home, San Francisco, though 

still assigned to St. Dominic 

Priory, and I do make 
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We welcome Fr. Bart Hutch-

erson, O.P. to preach the St. 

Anne Novena, July 18-26. Fr. 

Bart, a native son of the 

South, moved West after his 

university studies and entered 

the Western Dominican Prov-

ince in 1990.  For more than 

25 years he has worked tire-

lessly with young Catholics, 

first as a parish youth minis-

ter and, since his 1997 ordi-

nation, as a college campus 

minister.  He currently serves 

as the pastor of St. Thomas 

More Catholic Newman Cen-

ter on the Campus of the Uni-

versity of Arizona, in Tuc-

son.  Among his primary 

ministry interests, Fr. Bart is 

an avid student of the Bible 

and fierce advocate of hospi-

tality as a primary Christian 

virtue.  

History and religious art are 

also among his pursuits.  In a 

1993 paper ñCommunion in 

Stone, Wood and Glassò on 

the theology of Gothic archi-

tecture, Fr. Bart discussed St. 

Dominicôs Church, home of 

the St. Jude Shrine: ñThe 

parishioner who worships at 

this magnificent church, the 

pilgrim who visits its Shrine 

of St. Jude, the tourist who 

drops by on vacation, the 

penitent who comes for the 

Sacrament of Reconciliation, 

the young couple who ex-

changes vows in the sanctu-

ary, the friars who sing office 

from the choir, the widow 

who prays for the rest of her 

husbandôs soul at the purga-

tory altar, the weary traveler 

who comes in just to rest for 

a few moments ï all are inun-

dated with the Gospel simply 

by being inside the building 

with their eyes open.  The 

good news of our salvation 

cries out in melodious sym-

phonies of visual imagery.  

Our spirits are moved, com-

forted, uplifted, revived.  We 

have encountered Christ in 

life, in death, and in resur-

rected glory.ò 

 
Following an extended stay 

in the Holy Land last year, 

Fr. Bart has become very 

interested in the archeology 

and Christian history of Pal-

estine.  Outside of ministry, 

he is a big fan of the movies 

and reading.    
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Fr. Bart 

Hutcherson, O.P.  

A Follow ðUp Report  

Some of you have asked how 

the Walk and Retreat for 

Healing of Mind, Body and 

Soul on February 6 went.  

You may recall it was the 

first such event the Shrine 

has held during the Lourdes 

Novena.  Well, it was a great 

success.  Attendees came 

from all over the San 

Francisco Bay Area for the   

2½-hour retreat.  It rained 

much that Saturday morning, 

but that didnôt dampen 

attendance or spirits at all.  

Indeed the skies cleared just 

as we were ready to go on our 

silent procession around the 

church block.  We stopped at 

various ñstationsò (including 

the Our Lady Grotto) for 

prayer led by Fr. Xavier 

Lavagetto, O.P., pastor of St. 

Dominicôs Church.  For 

participants (some of whom 

were severely physically 

impaired), the procession 

evoked, in spirit if not in 

durat ion,  our  annual 

pilgrimage held during the St. 

Jude Novena in October, 

which goes for miles 

through the streets of San 

Francisco.  The day offered, 

among other spiritual riches, 

the Sacrament of Anointing, 

a n d  c l o s e d  w i t h 

Benediction. Because of the 

enthusiastic response to the 

Walk and Retreat, we have 

put it on the calendar for 

next year: Saturday, Feb 5, 

2011.  Mark your calendars 

now. 


